
ROLLRIGHT PARISH COUNCIL: 

Chair    Roz Wiley  730830 

Deputy Chair   Gavin Southwell 730888 

Councillors   Jan Wilkinson  730268 

    Duncan Midwood 730578 

    Bob Humphrey 730331 

Parish Clerk   Sue Glasson  730880 

 

 

USEFUL Numbers: 

EMERGENCIES: 999 

Police (Non-emergencies): 101 

 

Potholes: Directly to Oxfordshire County Council by email: 

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Faulty Street Lights: 0800 317802; give location and number on the pole 

Electricity Power Failure: 105 

The Rollright News is produced through the Parish Council three times a 

year (prior to Easter, in August and December) it is printed by Kopyrite. 

Please forward items for the next issue before Friday 19th March 2021 

preferably as a ‘word’ document by email to Roz 

leo2roz@gmail.com  

Rollright News 

   Winter 2020    

 

 

VILLAGE WEBSITE:      www.rollrightreview.co.uk 

    NHWgtrollright@gmail.com  

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:leo2roz@gmail.com
http://www.rollrightreview.co.uk/
mailto:NHWgtrollright@gmail.com


From the Parish Council Chair……………… 

 

You don’t need me to tell you what a dreadful impact the virus has had on each 

and everyone of us in many different and difficult ways throughout this country, 

the entire world and in Great Rollright. It is now almost 10 months ago when we 

experienced the first lockdown and although we now have different new rules 

and regulations that we all have to abide by; we cannot and must not become 

complacent. Everyone throughout the village, neighbours, friends (and newly 

made friends too!) have shown extraordinary kindness to one another, we all 

came together with a real sense of community spirit which I found very humbling. 

As you already know, I was going step down from the Parish Council in May but as 

all elections were cancelled it followed on (as it did with County & District 

Councils) that all Councillors would continue in post until May 2021. Our Parish 

Clerk, Sue Glasson, had also planned to resign too but has kindly stayed on. 

However, from May 2021 we will need a new Councillor and a Parish Clerk, 

please contact Sue or myself for further details on how to apply for either of 

these roles. 

The Unicorn: the deterioration of the building continues to cause us a real worry 

as it appears to look so dangerous especially at the rear, however we have been 

told by the Building Control at W.O.D.C. that they regularly look at it and they 

appear to be unconcerned. 

It was so sad that the Remembrance Day Service & parade in Hook Norton could 

not follow its usual pattern, although a wreath for our fallen was placed in St. 

Peter’s Church on our behalf. At 11am on Wednesday 11th November, the flag 

had been raised at the Hall and a few gathered there whilst I placed a wreath on 

the Memorial to the flight crew of the American plane that crashed here in 1944.  

Speeding through the village always causes concern for pedestrians….we had this 

monitored a couple of years ago which actually showed that the majority kept to 

less than 30mph, we then put up 20mph signs to encourage drivers to slow down 

as there are few pavements…..please, for safety’s sake KEEP YOUR SPEED DOWN 

 

There is a noticeable amount NOT being cleared up in the field, 

please ensure you always have bags with you! 

 

 

POST OFFICE SERVICES: 

The mobile Post Office® van comes to the village and parks in the Village 

Hall car park, it offers a wide range of services. 

   Monday  12.15 – 13.15  

Tuesday  14.15 – 15.15  

Wednesday   12.15 – 13.15              

Thursday   14.15 – 15.15   

There is NO Friday or weekend service 



 

 

  

 I am Simon Cock and I am the Honorary Treasurer of the VILLAGE HALL, which is a 

registered charity (number 1037138). The Trustees are very aware that there are 

always things to be done to both make the hall better and to keep it in the best 

possible condition. All this costs money so we are asking everyone in the village to 

help. The hall is now registered with "GIVE AS YOU LIVE". This organisation has 

tied up with some 4000 ON-LINE retailers who, when asked, donate a small 

percentage of their sales to charities specified by the shoppers. If all of you, who 

shop on-line with the participating retailers, tell “Give as you Live” to direct this 

small percentage (often only 1% but 'every little helps') to Great Rollright Village 

Hall we will benefit and the more of you who do this the more money we'll raise. 

It is very simple to register, log on to: www.giveasyoulive.com and follow the easy 

to follow instructions, choosing Great Rollright Village Hall as your chosen Charity. 

You don't even have to remember when you actually shop, as if you tell them of 

your chosen retailers (again you do this by following the instructions on their 

web-site) as soon as you log on to shop a message will pop up asking you to 

confirm that you want to raise money for GRVH. How fiendishly clever the web 

can be!! 

The good news is that it costs you nothing and makes no difference to the prices 

you pay or the service you get from your favourite retailers. This sounds to me 

like a WIN, WIN, situation for us all.  

SO PLEASE JOIN AS SOON AS YOU CAN and THANK YOU 

VERY MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

The Council needs to know about any problems or concerns that you have so we 

can endeavour to solve them – that is why we’re here! 

The Agenda and the previous Minutes are displayed on the notice board on the 

Green and of course on the village’s web-site (www.rollrightreview.co.uk)  

We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and that in 2021 we will all be in a 

safer and healthier place! 

Roz  (Wiley)    

Chair 

THE PLAYGROUND …………. 

This had £400 worth of bark laid in the summer and to comply with regulations we 

have to pay for an annual inspection of the playground, this is done by RoSPA and 

this year’s report has highlighted several areas of concern. Over the years we have 

done some fundraising and have £700 aside, however this will not go very far as 

equipment is very costly. Volunteers have repaired the damage to the fort and cut 

back some of the over-hanging branches. 

A complete, totally new playground with it’s associated costs of the removal of 

existing pieces would cost in the region of £50k.  

In November we met with a representative from a company called ‘Playdale’ who 

specialise in playground equipment and we have an estimate to renew a couple of 

pieces at a cost of just under £20,000. There are some grants which may be 

available to us and we are actively looking into this although it will not be anywhere 

near enough to cover the entire costs.  

If we’re able to initially get a grant from Oxfordshire County Council for £5k, the 

Parish Council will match it BUT we still need to raise almost £10k to start this much 

needed re-furbishment to modernise the playground. 

We desperately need to raise funds….if you are able to make a 

contribution towards this community facility that would be wonderful, 

cheques can be sent to our Parish Clerk or she can email you our bank 

details, thanking you in anticipation! 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com/
http://www.rollrightreview.co.uk/


 

 

Going away for a week, weekend, for the day or just a few hours? 

Then maybe I could help……….…..I’m recently retired (and sadly lost my 

dog too, but I’m not yet ready to have another) however,  I really miss 

going for long walks and having the company of a dog. I’m fully insured as 

a dog walker and the District Council has checked that my garden is a safe 

and secure place for dogs to roam free. I’ll be happy to come and meet you 

and your pet and if you’d like me to take him/her for a walk or if you’re 

going away then I’d be more than happy to have your pet to stay with me 

at my house. Please do get in touch………………….Pauline (Ritchie) 730290 

 

 

 

 

The Village Bulletin Board is a wonderful success as it’s an easy, quick and 

convenient way to let us all know what is going on in the village, what help 

is needed and to broadcast/advertise forthcoming events, etc., and so 

much quicker and easier than having to go out to look at a Notice Board 

too! 

All you need is an e-mail address and you’ll be included! 

If you’re not yet on her list, please e-mail her:  merrymoons@me.com 

Also since the last issue:  

Forest School: We’re on our way to becoming an officially 
accredited Forest School. This concept was developed in 
Scandinavia in the 1950s, and .uses the outdoors as the setting 
for a distinctive style of learning – one that develops the whole 
child by fostering exploration, discovery, confidence, resilience 
and empathy. This fits perfectly with our existing ethos and so 
seeking official Forest School status seems a natural step for us. 
We hope to achieve our accreditation by the end of this school 
year. 

Eco School: We’ve won a prestigious Green Flag award from the 
global Eco School programme. We’ve worked hard over the past 
year to increase our teaching of global environmental issues and 
to tackle local projects, such as picking up litter around our 
village.  

Virtual School Tour: Normally we love showing potential 
parents everything we offer in person – but Covid is making that 
challenging this year. So with school selection time approaching 
in January, we have created a virtual tour on our website: 
https://great-rollright.oxon.sch.uk/ . We are also eager to talk to 
interested parents – please call us on 01608 737202. We look 
forward to hearing from you! 

We are so grateful to everyone in the village who has supported 
us through this challenging year. We wish everyone a very 
Happy Christmas!           Michelle Hastings, Headteacher 

 

mailto:merrymoons@me.com


 

 

Whole-school events are the glue that holds our strong 
community together, especially at Christmas. But now, due to 
Covid, children must stay in separate bubbles all day and in 
person whole-school events are banned. So what to do? We’ve 
been working hard to come up with creative alternatives.  

In place of whole-school assemblies, the Rev’d Janet Faull and I 
have been pre-recording assemblies to be watched in each 
classroom. And once a week, we use Google Classroom to 
stream a special live assembly into each room, so we can 
present our weekly awards and celebrate our achievements 
together. 

Instead of our usual live school Nativity play, we’ll be making a 
whole-school Nativity video! Each class will film their part and 
then the results will be spliced together for parents to enjoy. 
The theme this year is respect and diversity as we explore the 
different ways Christmas is celebrated around the world. We’ll 
also be celebrating Christmas in our bubbles, with Christmas 
lunch, Christingle, and Christmas jumper day all going ahead, 
even if we can’t do them together.  

 

              Rollrightreview 2020 

 

Since upgrading and redesigning the village website in April 2019, we have 

seen over 1600 hits on the site and published over 250 News Bulletins.... 

thanks to all contributors who’ve taken the time to write articles, without 

which the site would not be viable. 

 

It’s been particularly important this year to ensure that we are 

communicating across the community to ensure that we still feel 

connected, although at times very physically separated. I hope that the 

Rollrightreview has played a part, no matter how small, in keeping us 

connected. 

 

Some of the more-eagle eyed members of the village may have noticed a 

few changes in the last few weeks. The site will be going through its next 

set of changes shortly, and the primary reason is to ensure that the site 

and what we publish is compliant with the latest requirements for 

accessibility. For those interested, I’ll publish a short article on this to 

explain the process and why its beneficial to make these changes. 

 

Finally, the Rollrightreview is for the benefit of people of the village and I 

would love to hear from you regarding any changes or additions that you 

would like to see, and there’s plenty of space for good articles that would 

be of interest to our audience. 

 

Trevor Withell  (Rollrightreview Editor) 

trevor.withell@icloud.com                             www.rollrightreview.co.uk  

mailto:trevor.withell@icloud.com
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       GREAT ROLLRIGHT WI           ‘Inspiring, fun and ‘zooming’ to get together! 
The summer is now behind us and we look ahead to winter. In tough times the 
best way to overcome hardship is to lean on loved ones, sadly at this time it is 
impossible to do. What we have realised within our WI is that regardless of your 
circumstance there is always someone thinking of you and being kind.  
Like many we have spent the majority of the last few months finding ways to get 
by in our daily lives and adapting to the changing circumstances. We have found it 
important to keep in touch and I’m pleased to say we have successfully run a WI 
meeting every month! This is a great achievement! 
We have kept the usual updates and newsletters going, delivering to those not 
online and members who have moved away from the area have still been able to 
participate with us – so a small positive.  
 
Lela and Sarah talked to us about poverty and the importance of education which 
linked to the book they had jointly written Lela - Ashes of Childhood. 
Sasps Designs shared her ‘A Homemade Holiday’ which provided great ideas and 
tips plus we got to make our own macramé earrings and pompoms. Macramé was 
very relaxing and therapeutic I highly recommend giving it a go! Irene entertained 
us with the tale of her daughter’s lockdown/Covid wedding, it was heart-
warming, at times funny and I’m pleased to say had a very happy ending. Our 
member Nancy made us all a kit to make our own Christmas card, it was a relaxed 
and jovial couple of hours. All this has been online!  
We keep going a month at a time and arranging meetings to suit us. We are 
hoping that even if we cannot meet in the village hall soon we can perhaps create 
small bubbles to enhance our online meetings. 
Now is a good time to join us, as you can just log on….email us if you fancy giving 
it a try. No membership to pay for the first 3 meetings.  
 

Enjoy the festive holidays, Take time, Take care, stay safe.  
Martene  
Great Rollright WI President.  
Please take a look; we have a Facebook page Email: greatrollrightwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk for more information.  
 

GREAT ROLLRIGHT VILLAGE HALL 

   

Along with the rest of the country when the lockdown began our Village Hall also 

had to be locked down and sadly remains so. 

We continue to carry out the weekly safety checks and were delighted when we 

were given a grant to help us through this enforced closure with no income but 

still having outgoings to pay. 

Grateful thanks go to Wyatt’s Farm Shop who kindly donated all their old china to 

us. We have completely gone through all the chinaware we had in stock, this has 

all been counted, tidied and sorted out and the kitchen cupboards now have all 

the china matching! All the ‘odd’ plates are in a basket in the kitchen in case they 

belong to you! 

We are also grateful to Nick & Lyndsey Jones who gave us some hard wearing 

mats for the lobby. 

We receive regular updates from A.C.R.E. (Action with Communities in Rural 

England), this is a charitable organisation and supports Community First 

Oxfordshire who then send out valuable information and advice specifically for 

the running of Village Halls.  

Our Hall will re-open just as soon as we are allowed to and details will be posted 

on the Village Bulletin. 

Details have been given out that in June 2022 there will be a 4 day Bank Holiday 

weekend to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, although that does seem far 

away it is something to start thinking about how to celebrate and definitely gives 

us something to look forward too! 

Let’s all heed the government advice and hopefully things will return to some sort 

of normality next year, wishing you all a safe and Happy Christmas. 

 

Village Hall Trustees 

 



 

ROLLRIGHT MARKET - Updates 

As you are aware the market is not functioning at present, due to the current 
situation nationally.   
 
In the meantime, our support for the vulnerable young person for education and 
living has continued, aided by the kind donations from members of the village, 
but supported mainly by funds from previous years sale of apple juice. 
 
However, these funds are finite so we were wondering if anyone would be happy 
to contribute £2 or £5 per month (or other amount) to continue the support of 
this project. We are currently sending £40 per month to the White Eagle project, 
which is connected to the River of Life Church, Masaka, Uganda.  This project has 
for the last 20 years been working with street children and very vulnerable 
youngsters, widows and orphans ( www.riveroflife.org ) 
 
 Payment can be made by standing order, bank transfer or cash.  We really need 
regular donations.  Currently our support has helped to stabilise and educate a 
young woman, Haji, and her young son, Simon.  Haji is very keen to continue her 
education so that she can earn her own living when she leaves school.  Simon is 
now aged five and is doing well at school.  These are two young people would 
otherwise be living on the streets with all the dangers that entails. 
 
If you feel you would like to help support these two, you would receive updates 
on their progress annually from the organisation,  and would have the satisfaction 
of knowing you are giving a future to them. 
Please contact Helen Haine (07976 780569) or Brenda Davies (01608 738374) if 
you are interested 
 
And on another note, if and when, life returns to “normal” it would be wonderful 
to have our Market as a hub in the Village again, as it was a great place to meet 
up have a coffee and browse round the stalls.  We need a team to do this.  If you 
and a couple of friends would like to get this going again please contact me or 
Heather Knight (tel 730154) to find out what’s involved. 
 
Thank you very much, 
Brenda 

 

 

ROLLRIGHT CHARITIES 
 

If you have been financially affected by COVID 19 then 

the Rollright Charities may be able to help you.   

Please contact in the first instance our clerk: 

Ann Thomas (01608)730685 or 

email: Ann.thomas68@yahoo.com  

Please be assured that all enquiries will be treated 

confidentially. 

 

 

 

 
 

Rollright Garden Club wishes all its members a very safe, happy and 

healthy Christmas and looks forward to welcoming everyone back to a full 

2021 programme hopefully before Easter!  

Please contact Sue Glasson (730880) by email merrymoons@me.com or 

Jane Stillwell (737517) janestillwell@me.com if you want further 

information! 

 

http://www.riveroflife.org/
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                                                           St Andrew’s Church 

 

News from the Rector 

As you read this the celebration of Christmas will be drawing ever closer, 

although a very different Christmas this year. For some still a time of joy; 

for some a time of sadness due to a loss of someone special or because this 

year Christmas is not safely celebrated with ‘the usual crowd’. As we pray 

at church we hold you all in our prayers that in this time of uncertainty you 

might know the love and comfort of Jesus – the ‘Saviour’ born in 

Bethlehem who spoke of peace and hope for the world. No darkness can 

overcome the light of Christ and no uncertainty can prevent his words and 

promises coming true in his good time. In that lovely carol ‘It came upon 

the midnight clear’ we sing: For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets 

seen of old, when with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold; 

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendours fling, and all the 

world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

Services throughout the lockdowns have been held as virtual Sunday 

services meeting together on Zoom. Once recorded all our weekly services 

are placed on Facebook, on our website and on YouTube. It has been a joy 

to gather in such good numbers. In between and in St Andrew’s Church we 

celebrated Harvest when we collected for Polly who feeds the homeless in 

Banbury. Services for Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day were 

recorded from St Peter’s Church.  

We continue to care for many who would otherwise find themselves alone, 

and Jan Hughes our Benefice Covid Pastoral Co-ordinator is pleased to hear 

of anyone who needs any help [01608 737900]. 

 

 

St Andrew’s continues to be a safe place with seating socially distanced. 

There is less seating than normal and we recommend that you book a seat in 

church each week by emailing me at rector@hooknortonbenefice.org.uk or 

by ringing 01608 737223. Bookings will be taken from the Monday 

beginning the week leading up to the service.   

The December service pattern will need to be different this year and we are 

sad not to be holding a Crib Service or to be welcoming the pupils and staff 

of the school for their Christingle Service. Here are the services for 

December if church services are allowed. Everyone will receive a huge 

welcome. 

December  6th :  10am Holy Communion for St Andrew’s Church Patronal 

Sunday 

December 13th :  10am and 6pm [repeated] ‘Special Christmas Service’  - 

come and hear favourite Christmas readings and carols. 

December 20th :    8am Holy Communion – traditional BCP  

December 24th :    The church is open all day 

December 25th :  10am Christmas Day Worship [no Communion] 

December 27th :  No service at St Andrew’s Church 

At St Peter’s Church, Hook Norton there is a service of Holy Communion 

on Christmas Eve beginning at 11.30pm. You would all be welcome. 

Wishing everyone every blessing, 

Rev’d Janet Faull 
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